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April 13, 2016
Keeler, California
Today, the Governing Board of the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District
(District) approved an innovative State Implementation Plan to control particulate air pollution and
bring the Owens Valley into compliance with air quality standards for the first time. The plan
includes the terms of a stipulated court judgment by the Superior Court in Sacramento County
requiring the City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) to complete the
nation’s largest particulate air pollution control project on the dried Owens Lake bed. The District
also adopted a new rule and order to LADWP to implement the plan. The plan will next be submitted
to the California Air Resources Board and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for approval
and adoption under the federal Clean Air Act.
For 102 years, LADWP’s water diversions into the Los Angeles Aqueduct created the dried
Owens Lake bed, the largest source of dust pollution in the country, resulting in severe adverse health
impacts to our local communities. The plan requires LADWP to complete an additional 3.6 square
miles of dust controls on the lake bed, bringing the total to 48.6 square miles, and allows the District
to require an additional 4.8 square miles of controls if needed to attain the air quality standards. The
plan also allows LADWP to use new water saving measures to control the pollution, including tilling
the lake bed with the back-up of shallow flooding as needed, dynamic water management to more
closely align the controls with the emission seasons and utilization of brine in dust control areas.
Immediate water savings will be enough water to supply hundreds of thousands of people.
According to Phill Kiddoo, Air Pollution Control Officer, “This plan will allow the citizens of
the Owens Valley to breathe some of the cleanest air in the country and save water. More than
75,000 tons of dust per year have been controlled with dust mitigation implementation at Owens
Lake, making this the largest air pollution project in the history of the United States. We also look
forward to a new day of cooperation with LADWP to protect the health of our communities and the
environment.” The full plan is available on the District web site at www.gbuapcd.org.
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